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NEVILLE MANDIMIKA (MODERATOR) 
Rand Merchant Bank 

 
Neville is an Economist and a Fixed Income Strategist in the Global Markets Research division at 

Rand Merchant Bank. He focuses on developing economic and financial market views for various African 
countries servicing clients in Africa, UK and the United States. 
 

Neville contributes regularly to international media such as CNBC, Bloomberg, BBC, Financial 
Times and Forbes on matters pertaining to fixed income and economics. 

 
 

SAMANTHA SINGH 
Absa Bank 

 
Samantha Singh is a senior member of the Absa research team. As a strategist, she is 

responsible for producing FX, local debt and sovereign credit research on the African markets. She often 
travels across the continent to interact with policy makers and clients. 
  

Samantha joined Absa in 2017 after spending nearly a decade in various roles in the research 
team at Standard Bank. She holds a B.Comm degree in Economics and completed post graduate 
studies in business, both in South Africa. 

 
 

ALEX GARRARD 
Amia Capital 

 
Alex Garrard is a founding partner of Amia Capital and a portfolio manager.  
 
Prior to Amia, he was a founding partner of BTG Pactual and a senior PM responsible for EM 

Sovereign Credit for the Global Emerging Markets and Macro Fund.  
 
Prior to BTG, Alex was a managing director in the emerging markets trading group at UBS. He is 

a former macroeconomist, who previously worked as an economic advisor to the UK Treasury, and as 
an emerging markets economist in the City of London. 
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GBOLAHAN TAIWO 
JP Morgan 

 
Gbolahan Taiwo is the Chief economist for Africa (ex-SA) at JP Morgan. He has  extensive 

experience spanning the last 10 years across the  Africa region, looking at countries from a macro-
economic perspective as well as Equities. He was an SSA economist, looking mostly at West Africa for 
Standard Bank, an organization where he spent 6 years before joining JP Morgan in July 2021.  

 
Prior to that, he was a Financial market analyst at First Bank Nigeria Plc.  
 
Gbolahan obtained his MSc in International Financial Economics from the University of Glasgow, 

UK after graduating from Covenant University in Nigeria where he studied Economics.  
 
 

YVETTE BABB 
William Blair 

 
Yvette Babb is a hard and local currency portfolio manager on William Blair’s emerging markets 

debt (EMD) team where she primarily focuses on Sub-Sahara Africa.  
 

Before joining William Blair, she was a portfolio manager on NN Investment Partners’ EMD team, 
where she focused on frontier market analysis and portfolio management, working with both the hard 
currency and local currency teams. Before joining NNIP in 2018, Yvette was chief economist and 
strategist for sub-Saharan Africa for J.P. Morgan. She also held a similar role at Standard Bank in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. Yvette serves on the PRI’s Sovereign Advisory Committee (SDAC).  
 

Yvette graduated from the Erasmus University of Rotterdam where she obtained a Bachelor of 
Science in International Economics and Business Studies and from the University of Amsterdam, where 
she obtained a Master of Science in  Economics. She also spent a semester at the University of 
Stellenbosch where she participated in numerous post graduate classes.  
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