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DANIEL KAVISHE (MODERATOR) 

Rand Merchant Bank 
 

Daniel Kavishe is a Sub-Saharan Economist at RMB Markets team in South Africa. Daniel 
analyzes the macroeconomic trends of emerging African nations. He specifically focuses on countries 
where the FirstRand Group has presence. Prior to this, Daniel served as the Group economist for 
FirstRand Namibia, supplying detailed macroeconomic analysis of the Namibian market.  
 

Within the FirstRand group, he has also worked as a general market research manager supplying 
competitor analysis and key market trends that aided the process of building various client value 
proposition products. He has helped run Namibia’s housing Index and he later developed a Rental index 
that is still used until today.  
 

Prior to working for FirstRand, he served as an economic analyst for a stock broking firm. Daniel 
has an Honours degree in Economics (cum laude) from the University of Namibia with work experience 
in the journalism field as well. 

 
SAMANTHA SINGH 

Absa Bank 
 

Samantha Singh is a senior member of the Absa research team. As a strategist, she is 
responsible for producing FX, local debt and sovereign credit research on the African markets. She often 
travels across the continent to interact with policy makers and clients. 
  

Samantha joined Absa in 2017 after spending nearly a decade in various roles in the research 
team at Standard Bank. She holds a B.Comm degree in Economics and completed post graduate 
studies in business, both in South Africa. 

 
ALEX GARRARD 

Amia Capital 
 
Alex Garrard is a founding partner of Amia Capital and a portfolio manager.  
 
Prior to Amia, he was a founding partner of BTG Pactual and a senior PM responsible for EM 

Sovereign Credit for the Global Emerging Markets and Macro Fund.  
 
Prior to BTG, Alex was a managing director in the emerging markets trading group at UBS. He is 

a former macroeconomist, who previously worked as an economic advisor to the UK Treasury, and as 
an emerging markets economist in the City of London. 
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UNOMA OKOLO 
Artisian Partners 

 
Unoma Okolo is a Portfolio Manager on the Emerging Market Debt team at Artisan Partners.  
 
Prior to this, she was an EM sovereign analyst at Fidelity Investments, responsible for 

macroeconomic and investment analysis on sovereign issuers across Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia. Her 
focus spans both hard currency and local currency-denominated debt securities.  

 
Unoma earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics from Stanford University. She is a CFA 

charterholder and a member of CFA Society Boston. Unoma is a dual US/Nigerian national. 
 

NEVILLE MANDIMIKA 
Rand Merchant Bank 

 
Neville is an Emerging Markets Credit Strategist at Morgan Stanley. He focuses on developing 

external debt strategies for global institutional clients. 
 

Neville contributes regularly to international media such as CNBC, Bloomberg, BBC, Financial 
Times and Forbes on matters pertaining to fixed income and economics. 
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